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COVID-19 5/15 Update  
Global 
Total cases – 4,516,360 
Total deaths – 305,395 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,429,990 (2% increase from prior day) 
Total deaths – 86,851 (2% increase from prior day) 
Total # tests – 10,341,775 (4% increase from prior day) 
  
Administration 

• President Donald Trump on Friday officially introduced a former pharmaceutical 

executive and a four star-general who will lead his crash coronavirus vaccine effort, 

amid a whistle-blower’s criticism that the administration lacked a plan to combat the 

outbreak. 

o Trump named General Gustave Perna, who directs the U.S. Army Materiel 

Command, as chief operating officer of “Operation Warp Speed,” likening it to 

the Manhattan Project effort to develop the atomic bomb. 

o Former GlaxoSmithKline Plc executive Moncef Slaoui will be the project’s “chief 

scientist,” Trump said, calling him “one of the most respected men in the world 

in the production and really the formulation of vaccines.” 

o “I’d love to see if we could do it before the end of the year,” he said. “It’s risky, 

it’s expensive, but we’ll be saving massive amounts of time, we’ll be saving 

years.” 

• Operation Warp Speed seeks to accelerate a process that is typically years long into a 

matter of months. Some health experts have cast skepticism at the idea that a vaccine 

could be ready for emergency use in at-risk populations by the end of the year, while 

others like billionaire Bill Gates have said a vaccine could be ready within months. 

o But the president said Friday the U.S. economy will begin reopening even 

without a vaccine. During his remarks, truckers staging a protest in Washington 

against state stay-at-home orders and social distancing practices that have 

collapsed the economy began honking their horns. Trump applauded the 

protesters, describing them as his supporters. 

o He again insisted the coronavirus will somehow disappear even without 

vaccination, a prospect his own top health advisers have dismissed as unrealistic. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/companies/app/#!/1456450
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o He also indicated that vaccination won’t be mandatory. “Not everybody’s going 

to want to get it,” he said. 

• While President Trump appeared to hedge on the year timeline for a vaccine, Defense 

Secretary Mark Esper made a few more declarative comments. 

o “Winning matters, and we will deliver by the end of this year a vaccine at scale to 

treat the American people and our partners abroad. You know, the Department 

of Defense has been in this fight since day one, going back to January,” he said. 

• President Trump suggested Friday that he doesn’t have concerns about the coronavirus 

tests being administered in the White House, following a recent study showing the test 

may frequently miss Covid-19 cases. 

o The White House has frequently highlighted their use of the 13-minute test from 

Abbott Labs. But this week, CNN reported that a new study from researchers at 

NYU Langone Health in New York indicated that the test was so inaccurate that it 

was “unacceptable” for use with their patients. 

o “No, Abbott’s a great test. It’s a very quick test and it can also be very rapidly 

double checked. If you’re testing positive or negative, it can always be double 

checked,” Trump said during a Rose Garden event to announce leadership for 

the administration’s initiative to develop a coronavirus vaccine in record time. 

• The Trump administration is winding down its effort to expedite critical medical 

supplies from overseas, known as “Project Airbridge,” in the coming weeks, US Navy 

Rear Admiral John Polowczyk told reporters today. 

o President Trump repeatedly heralded the initiative, calling it an “amazing 

success.” But over time, the effort became a point of contention between the 

Trump administration and states desperate for supplies because of limited 

visibility into where supplies were ultimately going. 

• Commissioner Steve Hahn says the FDA told the White House “it might be worth, if the 

test is negative, getting a second confirmatory test,” AP reports, citing an interview with 

CBS. 

o NOTE: The Abbott Laboratories Covid-19 test being used by the White House to 

test President Trump, key members of his staff, has potential accuracy issues, 

FDA warned May 14, citing a number of studies that have raised doubts about 

the product’s ability to quickly diagnose patients 

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention published guidance yesterday advising 

states on how they should reopen bars, restaurants and workplaces. The guidance 

outlines a series of steps that should be taken to keep their workers and customers safe, 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/13/health/abbott-covid-test-misses-cases-health/index.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QADIFT3V2800
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/businesses-employers.html
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such as requiring hand-washing, social distancing measures, and how to check for 

symptoms. An earlier version of the guidance was held back by the Trump 

administration for being too “prescriptive,” particularly for states that have had less 

intense outbreaks. 

o Bars and restaurants shouldn’t reopen until they can follow applicable state and 

local orders, and until they’re ready to protect people who are at higher risk for 

severe illness, the guidelines say. Then they should encourage social distancing—

add space between tables and stools; encourage drive-through, delivery and 

curbside pick-up; limit occupancy; avoid self-serve; and restrict employee shared 

spaces. 

o Mass-transit operators should limit routes to and from high-transmission areas 

before increasing to full service, as well as space out passengers by closing every 

other row of seats, according to the CDC’s guidelines. Youth programs, camps 

and childcare programs should change procedures and activities to limit shared 

toys and supplies, the guidelines say. 

• Trump admin. says the $3 trillion stimulus measure drafted by House Democrats is 

“more concerned with delivering on longstanding partisan and ideological wishlists” 

than dealing with the public health and economic challenges from the coronavirus. 

o If the bill were presented to President Trump, his advisers would recommend he 

veto it, White House says in statement 

• The Trump administration is also preparing an executive order to require certain 

essential drugs and medical treatments for a variety of conditions be made in the U.S. 

The order comes in light of drug and device shortages during the pandemic. A draft of 

the order is circulating inside the government and was obtained by Bloomberg News. 

The order would limit any federal contracts for those supplies to manufacturers in the 

U.S. and would require that production be divided among multiple companies t o ensure 

price competition. 

• Small Business Administration says it has approved $193.7b in loans out of the $320b 

that Congress authorized in the second round of the Paycheck Protection Program. 

o SBA says on its website it has processed 2.7m applications from 5,475 lenders as 

of 5pm Eastern time 

o Total amount is about $1.1b higher than on Wednesday but is a net number, 

with loans that have been canceled or returned subtracted, SBA says 

o Average loan amount for second round is now $71,254 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAAGY4T0AFB6
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• The US Food and Drug Administration on Thursday issued an alert about “possible 

accuracy concerns” with the Abbott ID Now coronavirus test, a rapid point-of-care test. 

o The device can return results in less than 15 minutes, but recent studies have 

raised concerns over the test’s accuracy – suggesting that it may provide an 

unacceptable number of false negatives, indicating somebody doesn’t have the 

virus when they do.  

• The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued a health advisory to 

thousands of doctors across the country Thursday, advising them to be on the lookout 

for a troubling new syndrome that may be associated with Covid-19 infection. 

o The syndrome, called multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C), 

has been seen in children across Europe and in at least 18 states, plus 

Washington, DC. 

o “During March and April, cases of COVID-19 rapidly increased in New York City 

and New York State. In early May 2020, the New York City Department of Health 

and Mental Hygiene received reports of children with multisystem inflammatory 

syndrome,” the CDC health advisory said. “There is limited information currently 

available about risk factors, pathogenesis, clinical course, and treatment for MIS-

C. 

o "CDC is requesting healthcare providers report suspected cases to public health 

authorities to better characterize this newly recognized condition in the pediatric 

population," the advisory said. 

• The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission has written to public companies in recent 

weeks seeking proof that they qualified for emergency government loans, Reuters 

reports, citing two unidentified people with knowledge of the request. 

o Also asked companies to show the information they provided to lenders and the 

government when requesting the funds was consistent with statements they 

made to investors, one of the people said 

• Arizona, Iowa, Nevada, Wyoming are among 11 states beginning a phased restart of 

some 2020 Census field operations next week, Census bureau says in statement. 

• Today, the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) announced an extension of 

its foreclosure and eviction moratorium through June 30, 2020, for homeowners with 

FHA-insured Single Family mortgages, while also supporting new FHA-insured mortgage 

originations through an extension of temporary policy flexibilities for lenders and 

appraisers. The extensions will support the President's economic recovery efforts as the 

Nation continues to work to defeat the COVID-19 invisible enemy. (HERE) 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/u-securities-regulator-scrutinizes-public-224714989.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/u-securities-regulator-scrutinizes-public-224714989.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QADVN6MB2SJU
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/OCHCO/documents/2020-13hsngml.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/OCHCO/documents/2020-14hsngml.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_066
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• The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Science and Technology Directorate (S&T) 

today released a predictive modeling tool to estimate natural decay of SARS-CoV-2 (the 

virus that causes COVID-19) under a range of temperatures and relative humidity. 

Leveraging the results of research being conducted at S&T’s National Biodefense 

Analysis and Countermeasures Center (NBACC), the tool is designed to assist response 

efforts and estimate the environmental persistence of the virus under certain 

combinations of temperatures and humidity. (HERE) 

• In conjunction with U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services and the state of Texas, the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced today, the seven federally 

supported COVID-19 Community-Based Testing Sites (CBTS) in Texas will remain open 

through June 30, 2020. The sites will continue monitoring and testing citizens in an 

effort to reduce further spreading of the virus. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 

(FMCSA) today published a final rule updating hours of service (HOS) rules to increase 

safety on America’s roadways by updating existing regulations for commercial motor 

vehicle (CMV) drivers.    (HERE) 

• Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), along with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture Agricultural Marketing Service, is announcing assistance to 

help 16 communities boost economic opportunities for their local farmers, while 

promoting clean air, safe water, open space, and healthy food choices. (HERE) 

• CDC released interim guidance intended to assist state, local, territorial and tribal health 

departments develop jurisdictional plans for the implementation and enhancement of 

COVID-19 case investigation and contact tracing efforts. (HERE) 

• The effects of COVID-19 on the health of racial and ethnic minority groups is still 

emerging; however, current data suggest a disproportionate burden of illness and death 

among racial and ethnic minority groups.  (HERE) 

• Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), through the Agency 

for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), announced a new funding opportunity 

announcement (FOA) that will award $5 million in fiscal year 2020 to support novel, 

high-impact studies that evaluate the responsiveness of health care delivery systems, 

health care professionals, and the overall U.S. health care system to the COVID-19 

pandemic. (HERE) 

• As part of the Trump Administration’s comprehensive response to the needs of 

Americans during the coronavirus pandemic, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/sars-calculator
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/national-biodefense-analysis-and-countermeasures-center
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/national-biodefense-analysis-and-countermeasures-center
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/news/2020/05/13/news-release-st-launches-indoor-predictive-modeling-tool-coronavirus-stability
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/13/feds-support-covid-19-testing-sites-texas-through-june-30
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-modernizes-hours-service-rules-improve-safety-and
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/trump-administration-provides-assistance-community-revitalization-local-food-economy
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/case-investigation-contact-tracing.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/racial-ethnic-minorities.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/14/hhs-to-award-5-million-for-health-services-research-related-to-covid19.html
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Services Administration (SAMHSA) is announcing an emergency $40 million grant 

program to prevent suicide. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced that USDA is investing 

more than $500,000 to provide broadband service in unserved and underserved rural 

areas in Iowa. This investment is part of USDA’s round one investments through 

the ReConnect Pilot Program. HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced New Hampshire has been 

approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new program 

authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by President 

Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-

price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration (ETA) has 

announced the publication of updated guidance, including FAQs, regarding the 

Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) program authorized by the 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

has issued an alert listing safety tips employers can follow to help protect retail 

pharmacy workers from exposure to the coronavirus. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

has issued an alert listing safety tips employers can follow to help protect nursing home 

and long-term care facility workers from exposure to the coronavirus. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration (ETA) 

has announced the publication of updated guidance, including FAQs, regarding the 

Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) program authorized by the 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act. (HERE) 

• The Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), within the U.S. Department of 

Education’s (Department) Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, issues 

this Questions and Answers document in response to inquiries concerning the 

administration of the State Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Services, American Indian 

Vocational Rehabilitation Services (AIVRS), and Randolph-Sheppard programs as 

grantees seek to provide continuity of operations for individuals with disabilities in the 

current COVID-19 environment. (HERE) 

  
Capitol Hill 

https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/press-announcements/202005131138
https://www.usda.gov/reconnect
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/14/usda-invests-more-500000-high-speed-broadband-rural-iowa
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/14/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-new-hampshire
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=8689
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200514
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200514-0
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200514-1
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=8689
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200514-0
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/rsa/supporting/rsa-faq-vr-aivrs-rs-programs-covid-19-05-14-2020.pdf
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• The House of Representatives is set to vote today on a $3 trillion coronavirus relief 

package and a historic rules change to allow lawmakers to vote remotely during the 

pandemic. 

o For some members, the Friday vote could be the last in-person vote they will 

attend for some time. 

o House Democrats' move to allow remote voting comes after weeks of talks over 

the possibility of changing House rules to allow committees to conduct business 

virtually and members to vote while away from Washington during the 

pandemic. 

• Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said she expects the House to pass the bill (H.R. 6800) 

despite Republican opposition, and said she hopes public support for the bill’s key 

measures will encourage conservatives to support an eventual bipartisan measure. 

o “I’m optimistic that the American people will weigh in and make their views 

known,” Pelosi said in a press conference yesterday. “We want to do this 

working together, predicated on initiatives that have passed in a bipartisan way 

before.” 

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and other conservatives have said 

lawmakers should pause work on another coronavirus package and determine how the 

previously passed CARES Act (Public Law 116-136) has worked. But last night on Fox 

News he said “there is a high likelihood that there will be another bill.” 

o McConnell said he’s spoken with President Donald Trump and Treasury Secretary 

Steven Mnuchin about the next phase of stimulus but they’ve set no date for 

getting it done. He dismissed the House Democratic legislation as “a $3 trillion 

left-wing wish list.” Republicans have also complained they weren’t included in 

crafting the bill. 

o White House advisers said yesterday they would recommend Trump veto the 

House bill, criticizing the rollback of a limit to state and local tax deductions, the 

bill’s $25 billion for the U.S. Postal Service, several election-related provisions, 

and money that would go to undocumented immigrants, among other things. 

• Some Democrats have complaints about the bill, too. Rep. Norma Torres (D-Calif.) 

pointed to several labor groups’ opposition to the bill’s inclusion of the GROW Act, 

which would let defined-benefit pension plans convert to “composite” plans that could 

reduce benefits. 

http://www.cnn.com/2020/05/15/politics/house-vote-covid-aid-3-trillion-remote-voting/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2020/05/15/politics/house-vote-covid-aid-3-trillion-remote-voting/index.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826334056775155742
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB39579
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• Partisan division over a resolution (H. Res. 965) that would authorize absent House 

members to cast floor votes by proxy during the coronavirus crisis foretell a spirited 

debate today on its adoption. 

o The resolution would also allow committees to meet remotely using interactive 

technology and let members cast votes remotely during legislative markups. 

o But the focus of Rules Committee debate was on the provision that enables 

absent members to authorize a colleague who attends a House session to cast 

votes for them according to written instructions filed with the House Clerk. 

o The House Rules Committee approved the resolution 8-4 yesterday. It also 

released proposed regulations on proxy voting and committee proceedings. 

• The House meets at 9 a.m. with first votes expected around 10 a.m. and last votes by 8 

p.m. 

o Members will vote in six groups in 10-minute increments and were advised to 

stay off the House floor except when their group is called to vote.  

• The Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee meets Wednesday to 

mark up 10 bills including S. 2894, to establish a National Shipper Advisory Committee; 

S. 2904, to support research on the outputs that may be generated by generative 

adversarial networks, otherwise known as deepfakes; S. 3681, to require a joint task 

force on the operation of air travel during and after COVID-19 pandemic; S. 3712, to 

establish national cybersecurity grand challenges; S. 3717 to require the Commerce 

Department to submit to Congress a plan to modernize information technology systems 

at the National Telecommunications and Information Administration; S. 3728, to require 

the Transportation Department to support the efforts of state and local governments to 

provide for priority Covid-19 testing of essential critical infrastructure workers; and S. 

3730, to authorize and modernize the Transportation Security Administration registered 

traveler program. 

• The Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee on Tuesday will hear the 

quarterly CARES Act report to Congress from Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and 

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell. 

• The Congressional Budget Office will release a report May 19 with more details about 

the office’s economic projections, after releasing preliminary estimates based on the 

early effects of the coronavirus. The office will also need more time to do its usual 

August economic update, planning to issue the report in early September instead, it said 

in a letter to Senate Budget Chairman Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.). 

https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826622450946277388
https://rules.house.gov/sites/democrats.rules.house.gov/files/RemoteVotingByProxyRegulations.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/democrats.rules.house.gov/files/RemoteCommitteeProceedingsRegulations.pdf
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/5/committee-announces-markup-on-may-20
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/5/committee-announces-markup-on-may-20
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6767331118912634894
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6761675497387327500
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6825880495343796225
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826599846531301636
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826599683322544162
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826599769221890067
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826599588834836487
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826599588834836487
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/the-quarterly-cares-act-report-to-congress
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56359
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247251
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• A bipartisan group of senators want the Federal Reserve to buy longer-term debt issued 

by state and local governments to help ease the impact of coronavirus on municipal 

services. “State and local governments are on the front lines in the fight against Covid-

19,” the senators wrote in a letter to Fed Chair Jerome Powell and Secretary Mnuchin 

yesterday. “These entities are quickly deploying desperately-needed funds to hospitals, 

public health departments, nursing homes, water and power utilities , public transit, and 

other essential services.” 

• House Transportation Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.) asked U.S. airlines to apply 

social distancing policies on their planes, citing reports of increasingly full commercial 

flights. In letters to two airline trade associations, he called on members to “ensure that 

their reservation systems leave at least one seat-width of spacing between passengers 

and to dynamically adjust fares as needed to account for the effect on load factors.” 

• The Public Healthy Emergency Privacy Act was released yesterday by House Energy and 

Commerce Health Subcommittee Chairwoman Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.) and Consumer 

Protection and Commerce Subcommittee Chairwoman Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.), along 

with Sens. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) and Mark Warner (D-Va.). 

o The bill would apply to companies and government agencies that are collecting, 

using or disclosing emergency health data, which is defined as data linked to an 

individual or device related to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

o The bill would apply to the system that Apple and Google are developing to help 

with contact tracing during the pandemic, a Democratic House aide said. 

• Legislation from a bipartisan trio of U.S. senators would make California and Texas 

physicians eligible for federal student loan forgiveness. 

o The “Stopping Doctor Shortages Act” would close a loophole in a program 

created in 2007 that is meant to encourage people with a lot of student debt to 

enter high-demand fields, a news release from the lawmakers says 

o Measure is from Dianne Feinstein and Kamala Harris of Calif. and John Cornyn 

of Texas 

State/Local 

• New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo extended “enforcement mechanisms” until 

June 13 in an executive order Thursday night, but some areas may still begin the first 

phase of reopening if they meet certain criteria. 

o Finger Lakes, Central New York, Mohawk Valley, Southern Tier and the North 

Country regions can begin reopening 

o Other regions can be un-paused when they hit certain benchmarks 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB464
https://aboutbgov.com/QQT
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB169
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248958
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247825
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247543
http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=01AE1CFE-AA67-44F0-97E3-30B16F160BD1
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248102
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248975
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248609
https://twitter.com/NYGovCuomo/status/1261095623287361536
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• Most New Jersey residents will cast their ballots by mail during the state's primary 

election on July 7. 

o All Democratic and Republican voters will automatically receive a paid vote by 

mail ballot, Gov. Phil Murphy announced at a press conference today. 

• Vermont Gov. Phil Scott announced today that he is extending the state of emergency 

for the coronavirus pandemic until June 15. 

o “This will allow us to continue responding and managing this public health crisis 

while we transition out of it,” Scott said. 

o “We’re also relaxing the ‘Stay at Home, Stay Safe’ order by aligning it with the 

sectors and social activities were already allowed to open and with our restart 

strategy," he added. 

• New York City's Metropolitan Transportation Authority is looking into the idea of 

having people make a reservation to ride buses and subways, chairman and CEO Patrick 

J. Foye said during an interview on Fox 5. 

o Foye said they are considering a reservation system "in an effort to protect the 

health of our customers and our employees and to deal with the increase in 

ridership that will occur when Governor Cuomo begins to lift New York on PAUSE 

downstate," he told Fox 5. 

• All Los Angeles County residents must wear face masks when outside their homes, 

Health Director Barbara Ferrer said at a news conference today. 

o "Masks are in fact mandatory across the entire county when you are outside of 

your home, not with members of your household, and in any kind of contact 

with other people," Ferrer said. "Our health officer orders are very clear." 

o Ferrer said face coverings are not needed while exercising alone but should be 

kept nearby at all times.  

• Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear said state will allow gatherings of 10 people or less 

starting May 22. 

o “We realize that people are making plans for Memorial Day and I trust that we 

can do this right, that we can do this safely,” Beshear said. 

o He recommended gatherings take place outside whenever possible. Beshear 

added that people should remain six feet apart from anyone who is not a part of 

their household. 

o The governor also said Kentucky will let its travel ban expire on May 22. 

• As it prepares to loosen more economic restrictions Saturday, Idaho will make personal 

protective equipment available to any business that needs it to reopen. 
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o “We don’t want the lack of access to PPE to inhibit small businesses from opening,” 

Gov. Brad Little said in a statement Thursday. 

o The state set up a website where businesses can order the supplies at cost. The state 

warned businesses that they can’t guarantee how quickly an order can be filled, but 

hopes to get materials faster by buying in bulk. Items that can be ordered include 

disposable masks, medical-grade gloves and hand sanitizer. 

• Gov. Ron DeSantis announced he has approved Miami-Dade County’s reopening plan, 

which kicks off Monday. 

o The request included reopening restaurants at 50% capacity.  

o The governor said Miami-Dade's proposal will be approved and added that he would 

make a further announcement on the matter tomorrow from Jacksonville.  

• Restaurants in Nevada's casinos are now permitted to reopen for business, the Nevada 

Gaming Control Board has said. 

o Most restaurants in the state were permitted to open for dine-in services with social 

distancing from May 9, under the first phase of the state governor's reopening plan. 

But Nevada's casinos remain shut under the state's social distancing guidelines. 

o The casino restaurants will have to comply with the same industry-specific guidance 

the governor set forth for food establishments, the board said in a notice sent on 

Thursday. 

• Cuomo issued a new executive order yesterday extending the state’s "On PAUSE" order 

until 11:59 p.m. on May 28, unless a region hits all of the 7 reopening benchmarks which 

will enable them to begin phase one reopening, Rich Azzopardi, a senior advisor to the 

governor, told CNN. 

o Additionally, according to the Thursday order, the state of emergency that allows 

each of the governor’s previous executive orders to remain in effect was extended 

to June 13.  

• New York City, Long Island and three other New York regions have failed to meet 

requirements for reopening, and as a result their lockdowns will remain in effect for at least 

two more weeks. Five upstate regions—the Finger Lakes, Central New York, Mohawk Valley, 

Southern Tier and North Country—met the criteria, according to an executive order. New 

York City, Long Island and Western New York met four of seven metrics, while the Capital 

and Mid-Hudson regions met five. Metrics include requirements for hospital-bed capacity, 

testing, and tracing. Read more. 

• In Florida, gyms starting Monday will be allowed to reopen, and retailers and restaurants 

will be able to operate at 50% indoor capacity, up from 25%, Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) said. The 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20231-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-pause
https://forward.ny.gov/regional-monitoring-dashboard
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QADRYLDWLU6S


 
 
 

COVID-19 5/15 UPDATE 
 

state started reopening last week, with DeSantis saying the state had dodged the worst-

case scenarios predicted by some analysts. 

• Beaches will reopen in four states — New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and Delaware — 

for the Memorial Day holiday weekend, allowing people to come back under restricted 

circumstances, New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo said Friday. 

o Cuomo (D) described his area as “one multi-state region” where each state’s actions 

affect its neighbors’, something he described as significant when it came to beaches. 

o “One state doesn’t open beaches, another state does open beaches, you will see 

people flood to that state,” Cuomo said. He added, “If New Jersey opens beaches or 

Connecticut opens beaches and we didn’t open beaches, you would see a flood of 

people to Connecticut and New Jersey.” 

o Cuomo said authorities had come to an agreement to let state beaches reopen 

Friday, May 22, for the holiday weekend. Each state will have its own specific rules 

within the same general framework, he said. The restrictions Cuomo outlined 

included capping beaches at 50 percent capacity and enforcing social distancing, 

while concession stands will remain closed. Group activities such as volleyball will 

not be allowed, Cuomo said. 

• Police in New York City will focus their coronavirus-related enforcement efforts on large 

gatherings rather than people without face coverings, Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) said Friday 

morning. 

o In a news briefing that came amid increasing criticism of how police had been 

enforcing the restrictions, de Blasio called for a “reset in our approach,” saying the 

New York Police Department would zero in on gatherings while hoping to avoid 

issuing summonses. 

• All retail stores in Arkansas will be open for business starting Monday, Gov. Asa Hutchinson 

announced at a news conference. 

• Restaurants, retail stores and salons can reopen Monday in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Mayor 

Dean Trantalis said in a statement on Friday. 

o Restaurants and retail stores will be allowed to reopen at up to half their normal 

capacity, the statement said. 

• The Houston Independent School District (HISD) is considering year-round classes via 

distance learning as an option for students due to the interruptions tied to the coronavirus 

pandemic, interim superintendent Grenita Lathan said Friday. Palm Beach in Florida will 

reopen beaches to everyone, not just residents. 
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• Palm Beach County Commissioners voted today to reopen public, municipal and private 

beaches, including beach parks, in the county with restrictions starting Monday. 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said hundreds of people have been trained to 

begin contact tracing, and they are set to begin their work soon. 

o Responding to a question from CNN’s Mark Morales, de Blasio said that the city will 

have 1,000 contact tracers by the end of the month. 

o The city plans to have up to 2,500 trained contact tracers by the end of June. He said 

the goal is to train as many as 5,000 to 10,000 people total. 

International 

• Italy will allow citizens to move freely between its 20 regions starting June 3, according 

to a draft decree seen by Bloomberg, as Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte’s government 

opens up the country after more than two months of a stringent lockdown. 

o Conte, who shut down most of the economy in early March to combat the 

spread of coronavirus, allowed the manufacturing and construction industries to 

return to full operations early this month, while also giving Italians slightly more 

liberty, allowing activities like walking, jogging and visits with family and loved 

ones. 

o Retail stores and other businesses will reopen on May 18. Citizens will also be 

allowed full free movement within their home regions starting that day, 

according to the draft. The new lifting of restrictions will be contingent on no 

new outbreaks in specific areas, the draft says. 

• Italian museums are preparing to reopen on Monday, but the world-renowned Uffizi 

Gallery in Florence will "probably" wait another week because the government has not 

issued safety guidelines, the museum's press office told CNN on Friday. 

o Uffizi is planning to allow a maximum of 450 people at one time once it reopens, 

compared to the capacity of 900 before the pandemic. 

• Slovenia declared an end to its outbreak, opening its borders to European Union citizens 

and scrapping a requirement for a seven-day quarantine for arrivals, the government 

said. While certain restrictions will remain in place -- including a ban on gatherings of 

more than five people -- schools, stores and most services will be allowed to fully open 

on May 18, the government said after a meeting late on Thursday. 

• Travel restrictions will be maintained in Norway until August 20, Prime Minister Erna 

Solberg said during a news conference on Friday. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/27/health/contact-tracing-explainer-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAD7NAT0AFB8
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAD1DADWRGG0
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• Pakistan's civil aviation ministry announced that it will allow limited domestic flights to 

operate from May 16, after a two-month long suspension. 

• Germany will ease quarantine restrictions for incoming travelers from the EU, the 

Schengen passport-free zone and the UK, the country's interior ministry announced at 

a Friday press briefing. 

o Ministry spokesperson Björn Grünewälder said Germany would only ask 

travelers to go into quarantine if they arrive from countries with elevated 

numbers of infections. 

o A two-week mandatory quarantine still applies to arriving visitors from countries 

outside the EU. 

• Korean Air will require passengers to wear face masks on domestic flights starting next 

Monday, according to a company bulletin released on Friday. 

• The Republic of Ireland will begin to relax its restrictions on Monday, Taoiseach Leo 

Varadkar confirmed today in a statement, outlining a roadmap for the gradual easing of 

emergency coronavirus restrictions over the weeks and months ahead. 

o “I can confirm that it is safe to proceed with Phase 1 of our plan to ease the 

COVID-19 restrictions on Monday,” Varadkar said. 

  
Other 

• Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred said this evening the organization is 

working on plans for a modified season in which games would take place in empty 

stadiums. 

• The president of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) said the trading floor will look 

different when it reopens to a subset of floor brokers on May 26. 

o Floor brokers will return in smaller numbers, wear protective masks and follow 

“strict social-distancing requirements, enforced by a new choreography” that 

defines spaces where each person may work on the floor, according to an op-ed 

in the Wall Street Journal from Stacey Cunningham, the president of the NYSE. 

• Disney’s Broadway production of "Frozen" will not reopen, according to a statement 

issued Thursday, which cites the “industry-wide shut down and resulting economic 

fallout” as the reason behind the decision. 

• Carnival Corporation has announced layoffs, furloughs, reduced work weeks and salary 

reductions with the majority of the impact occurring at the corporate and regional 

headquarters in Florida, California and Washington state. 
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o In Florida alone, 820 positions will be eliminated and another 537 employees will 

be furloughed out of a workforce of about 3,000 employees in the state, 

according a statement that Carnival provided to CNN. 

• As some colleges and universities are announcing their decisions to hold classes virtually 

in the fall, one school in Maine is exploring a different path: not re-opening at all in the 

fall, until students can be safely back on campus in January 2021. 

o David Greene, president of Colby College, a private liberal arts in Waterville, 

Maine, tells CNN, “I would rather open in January and go into next summer and 

have two full semesters worth of in person instruction, if it were safer to do it at 

that time than it were earlier in the fall.” 

• President Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida is telling members the club will partially 

re-open this weekend, and guests will need to maintain social distancing guidelines. 

o In an email sent to members, guests are told that the main house, where Trump 

often takes up residence, along with the spa, gym, and tennis courts will remain 

closed, and the Beach Club will open under new guidelines through June 28. 

o Mar-a-Lago's staff will be enforcing social distancing guidelines for members who 

visit the Beach Club and says loungers and tables will be spaced six feet apart 

and “on the pool deck and in the pool/jacuzzi.”  

• As colleges and universities across the country decide if in-person classes will be held on 

campus in the fall, they will also have to decide if athletic programs will resume, NCAA 

President Mark Emmert said. 

o Emmert said the decision to restart college athletics will be up to each individual 

school, but he said he thinks at least some students must be allowed to return to 

campuses for some sports to be able to take place 

• U.S. retail sales plunged in April, shattering the prior record set just a month earlier, as 

the coronavirus pandemic shuttered businesses, spurred layoffs and kept Americans at 

home. 

o Revenue at retailers and restaurants fell 16.4% in April from the prior month, 

almost double the 8.3% drop in March which was previously the worst in data 

back to 1992, according to a Commerce Department report released Friday. That 

compared with the median projection for a 12% decline. 

• British American Tobacco said its biotech subsidiary’s potential vaccine for COVID-19 

has been shown to produce a positive immune response and is poised to move to the 

next phase of testing. 
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o The vaccine candidate’s next stage will be Phase 1 human clinical trials pending 

FDA authorization. Teh company has committed funds to conduct these trials, 

which could start as early as late June, pending the responses from relevant 

health bodies. 

• Apple Inc., whose globe-spanning supply chain has been tested by the pandemic, is 

helping suppliers reconfigure factories to limit the spread of Covid-19, one of several 

steps the iPhone maker is taking to protect workers. In an annual supplier responsibility 

report released Thursday, Apple detailed a range of responses from its partners, 

including health screenings, deep cleaning, deployment of face masks and hand 

sanitizer, and limiting the density of work areas. 

• With Ford set to reopen it plants across the country on Monday after nearly two 

months, about 71,000 workers will go back to work and there haven't been any 

furloughs or layoffs, according to CEO Jim Hackett. 

o To reopen on Monday, Ford wrote a 70-page handbook on safety measures for 

its workers, he added. 

o Some of the safety measures at these plants will include social distancing, testing 

and the requirement to wear masks. Before the onset of the coronavirus 

pandemic, two workers would be inside the vehicle as it went down the 

assembly line. That will no longer happen, according to Hackett. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAC8X8T0AFB9
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/30/cars/gm-ford-plans-restart-us-factories/index.html

